Criteria for Annual Diplomat Awards

Community of the Year:

A Nebraska Community that is benefiting from its economic development organization and activities.

· Proven commitment to economic development.  Are they organized?  Do they have a stated purpose?  Is there volunteer commitment?  Is there financial commitment?

· Success stories showing support for business development (i.e. attraction of new industry; assistance to existing industry; nurturing entrepreneurs).

· Providing infrastructure for business (i.e. utilities and roads; incubator attitude and commitment; technology access; business support organizations and programs; education/training support).

· Regional cooperation

· National recognition

Business of the Year:

Bestowed upon successful and progressive Nebraska companies reflecting a substantial pro-growth rate and attitude.

· Increased commitment to Nebraska through capital investment and/or additional employment.

· Introduction of new technology and/or active participant in technology transfer.

· Introduction to new product/diversification.

· Increase in markets caused by international sales and joint ventures.

· Corporate citizenship

· Support of education/vocation programs to train the existing workforce and yet to enter work force.

· Participation in a youth mentoring program.

· Environmental awareness.

· National awards for quality and safety.

Power in the Partnership

This award goes to an organization or individual who has gone above and beyond in working with other organizations, volunteers, etc. to accomplish an economic development goal.  This is not necessarily an annual award.

Diplomat of the Year:

Presented to a member who has done the most in the preceding year to assist in the State’s industrial and economic development effort.”
Ambassador Plenipotentiary:

The nominee’s contributions to Nebraska should be beyond the more common perimeters of in-state influence.  Presented to any member of the organization who has rendered especially meritorious service to the industrial or economic development of the State.  This title shall be honorary in nature and shall continue throughout the lifetime of the recipient.  No more than three such titles shall be conferred in any one calendar year.”

