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Topics Covered Today
 Summary of review process
 Project Description
 Determination of Level of Review
 8 Step Process
 Tiered Reviews
 Statutory Checklist
 Timing
 Useful Websites
 Source Documentation



Introduction
 HUD’s Mission
− “To provide a decent, safe, and sanitary home & suitable living 

environment for every American…”
-Housing Act of 1949

 HUD’s Environmental Policy
− “It is the policy of the Department to reject proposals which have 

significant adverse environmental impacts and to encourage the 
modification of projects in order to enhance environmental quality 
and minimize environmental harm.”

-24 CFR 50.2
 HUD adopts NEPA & implements regulations

 DED follows HUD’s regulations for projects



What is NEPA?
 National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as 

amended:  
− The basic national charter for protection of the environment;
− Established council on environmental quality;
− Required Federal agencies implement NEPA in their own 

regulations
− NEPA requires “environmental values SHALL be given appropriate 

consideration in decision making;”
− Ensures that environmental information is made available to 

public officials and citizens BEFORE decisions are made and 
BEFORE “choice-limiting” actions are taken

− Ensures public officials make decisions with an understanding of 
environmental consequences.



Summary of 
the Review 
Process
 Depending on the 

type of project and 
its activities will 
determine the level 
of review that must 
be completed for a 
project and which 
Environmental 
Review Packet must 
be completed.

 Use the Process 
Flow Chart to see 
process overview.



Any Town
 Projects inside 

developed land

 Projects outside 
developed land 
(primarily ag 
land)

 Projects inside & 
outside 
developed land

3 primary 
evaluations 



Environmental Review Process
 Identifying Environmental Review Responsibilities
 Project Aggregation/Project Description
 Determination of Level of Review
 Environmental Review Packet Completion
 Publication/Posting
 Completion of RROF/Certification Form & Affidavit 

of Publication
 HUD 15 Day Objection Period
 Obtaining Environmental Clearance



Identifying Environmental 
Review Responsibilities
 Local Governments are the entities eligible to 

receive CDBG Funds
 The local governments assume the role of 

Responsibility Entity (RE) for environmental reviews
 The chief elected official assumes the role of 

environmental “certifying officer” and accepts full 
responsibility for the completeness & accuracy of 
the reviews 

 The chief elected official signs all certification & 
findings



Review 
Process 
for CDBG

CDBG 
Manual 
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Review 
Process 
for CDBG

Project 
Aggregation

CDBG 
Manual 
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Project Aggregation
 Identify all funding sources that may be used for 

the project.
 Determine all activities involved in the project 

(regardless of funding source).
 Determine any other activities involved on or near 

site that are closely related to the project.
 When evaluating the scope of a project review all 

“reasonably foreseeable activities”



Aggregation

Community 
Center

Water 
lines

Well

All activities together are reviewed

Streets



Aggregation

Water line to 
City 
Water/Sewer

Business

Example: If a business is locating on an undeveloped 
parcel, will need water/sewer to the business and roads. 

Would aggregate all these activities. 

Roads



Aggregation

Water line to 
City 
Water/Sewer

Likely 
Business
Location

Example: If expanding water/sewer & adding roads 
because “reasonably foresee a business coming to the 

area then would aggregate all these activities. 

Roads



Project Description
 Page 5, CDBG Administration Manual
 Project Aggregation involves the CDBG project and all other 

activities associated with the project.  
 Attach maps, site plans, or  any other document that 

provides clarity
 Omissions of facts may result in the ERR being redone and 

delays the project.   
 The project description is the basis for the entire 

Environmental Review Record (ERR).
― It affects the Determination of Level of Review (DLR)
― It affects the ERR Public Notice(s)
― It affects the 58.6 Checklist
― It affects the consultation from source experts
― It affects the Statutory Checklist



Project Description
 Purpose and need for the project
 Identify the CDBG National Objective 
 Exact geographic location of the project, include common 

address 
 Geographic footprint of the project (may be included as a 

map) Estimated area of ground disturbance;
 General summary of the surrounding area (e.g., land use) 

where the project is proposed; 
 Specific numbers related to the project (e.g., the number of 

dwelling units involved, linear feet of pipeline to be installed, 
new service connections to be installed, etc.); 



Project Description
 Brief description of the activities; 
 Identify if demolition, acquisition, construction, relocation, 

remodeling interior, etc. will be involved. o Indicate if and how 
activities effect the general public (e.g., road closures, noise, 
dust, cranes, change in traffic, etc.). 

 Total estimated project cost including total estimated CDBG 
funds and non-CDBG amounts and their source (e.g., LB840, 
bank financing, bond, TIF, grant, etc.); 

 Identify the applicant and the owner or manager of the project; 
 Statement indicating that no residents, businesses, or farms will 

be displaced with this project; and 
 If the sites have not been identified, the project description must 

include a statement that a Tier II environmental review will be 
conducted upon site selection; 



Review 
Process 
for CDBG

After 
aggregation 
complete the

Determination 
of Level of 

Review

CDBG 
Manual 
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Determination of Level of Review
 Identify which classification of environmental 

review is appropriate for the project.
― Exempt
―CENST (Categorical Exclusion Not Subject To)
―CEST (Categorical Exclusion Subject To)
― EA (Environmental Assessment)
― EIS (Larger Projects outside of scope of CDBG 

reviews & Training)



Determination 
of Level of 
Review Form

Completed 
For All Projects



Describe 
Aggregation

& All 
Activities

Select type of 
review from

Code of Federal 
Regulations

Must be signed 
prior to 

completing 
Statutory 
Checklist



Environmental 
Review Project Categories
 Exempt activities-have no impact on the 

environment [Classified within 24 CFR 58.34]
 CENST activities-have limited impact on the 

environment [Classified within 24 CFR 58.35(b)]
 CEST activities-may impact certain environmental 

areas [Classified within 24 CFR 58.35(a)]
 EA activities-may impact several environmental 

areas [Classified within 24 CFR 58.36]
 EIS activities-large project outside the scope of 

CDBG and could not be classified as any of the 
other categories. 



Environmental 
Review Project Categories
 Exempt Activities [24 CFR 58.34]

― Planning studies 
― Info & financial services
― Admin & management activities
― Public services  (i.e. child care, education, counseling)
― Hazard inspections
― Insurance purchase
― Tool purchases
― Engineering & design costs
― TA & training
― Removal of imminent threat
― Loan payments
― CEST Projects that CONVERT TO EXEMPT



Environmental 
Review Project Categories
 CENST Activities [24 CFR 58.35(b)]

― Tenant Based Rental Assistance (TBRA)
― Supportive Services
―Operating costs
― Economic Development activities that DO NOT 

include construction
―Homebuyer down payment assistance and 

closing cost assistance
―Housing pre-development costs
― Supplemental assistance



Environmental 
Review Project Categories
 CEST Activities [24 CFR 58.35(a)]  

Require the completion of the Statutory Checklist
― Public facilities improvements and repairs
― Removal of architectural barriers
― Rehabilitation Construction (Residential, 

Commercial, & Industrial)
―New residential construction (limited 

circumstances)
―Demolition of residential structures
―Acquisition of property
―Combination of the above activities



Environmental 
Review Project Categories
 EA Activities-[24 CFR 58.36]

Require the completion of the Environmental 
Assessment Checklist in the EA Packet
―All projects that are not Exempt, CENST, CEST, or 

so significant that require the completion of an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)



Exempt Project

 For projects that are categorized under 24 
CFR 58.34

 Includes:
• Cover Sheet
• Determination of Level of Review Form
• Finding of Exempt Activity Form
• 58.6 Checklist



CENST Project
 For projects that are categorized under 24 

CFR 58.35 (b)
 Packets Include:

− Cover Sheet
− Determination of Level of Review Form
− Finding of Categorical Exclusion Not Subject To 

Form
− 58.6 Checklist



CEST Project
 For projects that are categorized under 24 

CFR 58.35 (a)
 Include:

― Cover Sheet
― Determination of Level of Review Form
― Statutory Checklist Form
― 58.6 Checklist
― Source documentation
― NOI/RROF Publication
― Timing Summary Worksheet
― Affidavit of Publication or Proof of Posting
― RROF/Certification Form (Original must be submitted to 

DED)
― 8 Step Process (if necessary)
― Tier II Environmental Review Project Format (if necessary)



EA Project
 For projects that cannot be categorized as 

Exempt, CENST, or CEST, 24 CFR 58.36
 Include:

― Cover Sheet
― Determination of Level of Review 
― HUD Environmental Assessment (58.6 Checklist Included)
― Source Documentation
― Timing Summary Worksheet
― 15 Day Public Notice FONSI & NOI/RROF Publication
― RROF/Certification Form (Original must be submitted to 

DED)
― 8 Step Process (if necessary)
― Tier II Environmental Review Project Format (if necessary)



CEST Projects: 

Statutory 
Checklist

 Evaluation of 14 
separate regulations



Statutory 
Checklist

 Completed for CEST 
Evaluation of 14 
separate regulations



EA Projects: 

Environmental 
Assessment 
Checklist

 Evaluation of other 
requirements specific 
to project area & 
community



Environmental 
Assessment 
Checklist

 Evaluation of other 
requirements specific 
to project area & 
community

 Evaluates Impact to several categories from land 
development through natural features. 

 Determining if project site is appropriate for project. 



Checklist
 For CEST & EA projects need to evaluate 14 separate 

regulations and executive orders 
 First thing you should do is see how many of this items you 

can resolve quickly based on the scope and nature of your 
project.

 Next focus on the most important items, which are those that 
may have the most impact on your project, and may take 
the longest time to resolve through consultation, review, etc. 

 Common areas generally always require additional review 
include: Floodplain Management (or evaluation of flood 
plain maps) and SHPO Consultation. 

 You are ensuring your project is in compliance with all of the 
stat checklist items. 



Air Quality

 Clean Air Act |  40 CFR Parts 6, 51 and 93
 Administered by the US Environmental Protection 

Agency, and. 
 Resource:  

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/enviro
nmental-review/air-quality/

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-review/air-quality/


Air Quality

Documentation:  
 A determination that the project does not include new 

construction or conversion of land use facilitating the 
development of public, commercial, or industrial 
facilities OR five or more dwelling units

 Documentation that the project’s county or air quality 
management district is not in nonattainment or 
maintenance status for any criteria pollutants

 Evidence that estimated emissions levels for the project 
do not exceed de minimis emissions levels for the 
nonattainment or maintenance level pollutants



Airport Hazards

 Regulation | 24 CFR 51, Subpart D
 Some types of development are incompatible for locations in the 

immediate vicinity of airports and airfields. Potential aircraft 
accident problems pose a hazard to end users of these 
development projects.

 Resource: https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-
review/airport-hazards/

https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/airport-hazards/


Airport Hazards

 Civil Airport:  
― Is your project within 2,500 ft. of a civilian airport?
― Runway Clear Zone (HUD):  2,500 ft. from end of runway

• Also, known as Runway Protection Zone (FFA)

 Military Airfield
― Is your project within 15,000 feet of a military airfield?
― Clear Zone (CZ), immediately beyond runway
― Accident Potential Zone (APZ), immediately beyond Clear Zone



Airport Hazards

 Documentation: 
― Documentation that the rule is not applicable to the proposed 

project (i.e., acquisition of an existing building, “minor” 
rehabilitation, or emergency action)

― A map showing the site is not within 15,000 feet of a military 
airport or within 2,500 feet of a civilian airport

― If within 15,000 feet of a military airport, a map showing the site is 
not within a designated APZ or a letter from the airport operator 
stating so

― If within 2,500 feet of a civilian airport, a map showing the site is 
not within a designated RPZ/CZ or a letter from the airport 
operator stating so



Airport Hazards

 Documentation: 
― If the site is in a designated APZ, documentation of consistency 

with DOD Land Use Compatibility Guidelines
― If the site is in a designated RPZ/CZ and the project does not 

involve any facilities that will be frequently used or occupied by 
people, and a determination of such and a written assurance 
from the airport operator that there are no plans to purchase 
the land as part of a RPZ/CZ program

― If the site is in a designated RPZ/CZ and the project involves the 
acquisition or sale of an existing property that will be frequently 
used or occupied by people, a copy of the notice to 
prospective buyers signed by the prospective buyer



Coastal Zone Management

 Regulation | Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) of 1972
 Administered by the National Oceanic And Atmospheric 

Administration, Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource 
Management

 Statement: No coastal zone management programs exist in the 
states of HUD Region VII, as established by National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, Office of Ocean and Coastal 
Resource Management. 

 Resource:  
― https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/coastal-

zone-management/
― https://coast.noaa.gov/czm/mystate/

https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/coastal-zone-management/
https://coast.noaa.gov/czm/mystate/


Contamination & Toxic Substances

 Regulation | 24 CFR 58.5(i)(2)
 Resources:  https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-

review/site-contamination/
 Were any on-site or nearby toxic, hazardous, or radioactive 

substances found that could affect the health and safety of project 
occupants or conflict with the intended use of the property?

 Key Items:
― Lead
― Asbestos
― Radon

https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/site-contamination/


Contamination & Toxic Substances

 All property must be free of hazardous materials, contamination, 
toxic chemicals and gasses, and radioactive substances, where a 
hazard could affect the health and safety of occupants or conflict 
with the intended utilization of the property.

 Environmental review of properties shall include evaluation of 
previous uses of the site and other evidence of contamination on 
or near the site.

 Particular attention should be given to any proposed site on or in 
the general proximity of such areas as dumps, landfills, industrial 
sites, or other locations that contain, or may have contained, 
hazardous wastes.

 The responsible entity shall use current techniques by qualified 
professionals to undertake investigations determined necessary



Contamination & Toxic Substances

 Potential Documentation:
― Evidence the site is not contaminated (this includes on site and 

off site contamination and previous uses of the site); an ESA is 
strongly encouraged or may be required.  

― Evidence supporting a determination the hazard will not affect 
health and safety of the occupants or conflict with the intended 
use of the site, including any mitigation measures used



Endangered Species | 24 CFR 58.5(e)

 Identified
– Endangered Species
– Threatened Species
– Critical Habitats

 Proposed
– Endangered Species
– Threatened Species
– Critical Habitats

 Regulation | Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as amended 
 Overseen by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (terrestrial and freshwater 

species) and National Marine Fisheries Service (marine species and 
anadromous fish, such as salmon)

 Resource:  
– https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-

review/endangered-species/

Applies To:  

https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/endangered-species/


Endangered Species | 24 CFR 58.5(e)

Does the project involve any activities that have the potential to affect 
species or habitats?
 The first step in complying with section 7 of the ESA is to determine 

whether the project includes any activities with the potential to 
affect any species or habitats. A No Effect determination can be 
made if none of the activities involved in the project have potential 
to affect species or habitats. Examples of actions without potential 
to affect listed species may include: rental assistance, purchasing 
existing buildings, completing interior renovations to existing 
buildings, and replacing exterior paint or siding on existing 
buildings.



Endangered Species | 24 CFR 58.5(e)

If so, are federally listed species or designated critical habitats present 
in the action area?
 To determine whether there are federally listed species or 

designated critical habitats in the action area, first define the 
action area. For purposes of the ESA, the “action area” includes all 
areas that your project will affect either directly, indirectly, and/or 
cumulatively, and is not merely the immediate area involved in the 
project.

 Next, obtain a list of protected species

What effects, if any, will the project have on federally listed species or 
designated critical habitat?
There are three possible determinations: No Effect; May Affect, Not 
Likely to Adversely Affect; and May Affect, Likely to Adversely Affect.



Endangered Species | 24 CFR 58.5(e)

Documentation: 
 No Effect, including a determination that the project does not 

involve any activities that have a potential to affect species or 
habitats, evidence that there are no federally listed species in the 
area, or other analysis supporting a No Effect finding

 May Affect, Unlikely to Adverse Affect, including all 
correspondence with the Fish and Wildlife Service or the National 
Marine Fisheries Service

 Likely to Adversely Affect, including all correspondence with the 
Fish and Wildlife Service or the National Marine Fisheries Service



Endangered Species | Using the 
Nebraska Game & Parks website (CERT)

Documentation: 
 Nebraska Game & Parks maintains an interactive tool for 

environmental reviews – the (Nebraska) Conservation and 
Environmental Review Tool  or “CERT”

 Use CERT to document your review of endangered species in your 
project area, at the link:
― https://cert.outdoornebraska.gov/

 The report will summarize your project, it’s impact area, species 
that may be affected, and any mitigation required.

 The report is signed by the agency and represents an official 
review record.

 Include the CERT report (in Exhibits) the same as any agency letter.

https://cert.outdoornebraska.gov/


Endangered Species | CERT report sample



Endangered Species | CERT report sample



Environmental Justice

 Regulation | Executive Order 12898, "Federal Actions to Address 
Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low-income 
Populations“

 Environmental justice means ensuring that the environment and 
human health are protected fairly for all people regardless of race, 
color, national origin, or income.
― Need to consider how federally assisted projects may have 

disproportionately high and adverse human health or 
environmental effects on minority and low-income populations.

 Resource:  https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-
review/environmental-justice/

https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/environmental-justice/


Environmental Justice

Questions to ask:  
 Does the project create adverse environmental impacts?

― If stating No, then there are no environmental justice issues.
 If so, are these adverse environmental impacts disproportionately 

high for low-income and/or minority communities?
 Can the adverse impacts be mitigated?

― Engage the affected community in meaningful participation 
about mitigating the impacts or move the project to another 
community.



Environmental Justice

Review land use plans, census information and the U.S. EPA 
Environmental Justice webpage (EJ View). Consider local government 
sources such as the health department or school district that may be 
more current or focused on the neighborhood as their unit of analysis.

https://ejscreen.epa.gov/mapper/index.html

https://ejscreen.epa.gov/mapper/index.html


Environmental Justice

Documentation: 
 Evidence that the site or surrounding neighborhood does not suffer 

from adverse environmental conditions and evidence that the 
proposed action will not create an adverse and disproportionate 
environmental impact or aggravate an existing impact. (Describe how 
the proposed action will not have a disproportionate adverse impact 
on minority or low-income populations.)

 Evidence that the project is not in an environmental justice community 
of concern (demographics, income, etc.) or evidence that the project 
does not disproportionately affect a low-income or minority population

 If there are adverse effects on low-income or minority populations, 
documentation that that the affected community residents have been 
meaningfully informed and involved in a participatory planning process 
to address (remove, minimize, or mitigate) the adverse effect from the 
project and the resulting changes



Explosive & Flammable Operations

 Regulation | 24 CFR Part 51, Subpart C
 There are inherent potential dangers associated with locating HUD-

assisted projects near hazardous facilities which store, handle, or 
process hazardous substances of a flammable or explosive nature. 
Project sites located too close to facilities handling, storing or 
processing conventional fuels, hazardous gases or chemicals of an 
explosive or flammable nature may expose occupants or end-users 
of a project to the risk of injury in the event of an explosion.

 Resource:  https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-
review/explosive-and-flammable-facilities/

https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/explosive-and-flammable-facilities/


Explosive & Flammable Operations

Are there aboveground stationary storage tanks near the project?  
 Does this project include any of the following 

activities: development, construction, rehabilitation that will 
increase residential densities, or conversion?

 If so, within 1 mile of the project site, are there any current or 
planned stationary aboveground storage containers:
― Of more than 100 gallon capacity, containing common liquid 

industrial fuels OR
― Of any capacity, containing hazardous liquids or gases that are 

not common liquid industrial fuels?
 Is the Separation Distance from the project acceptable based on 

standards in the regulation?
― If the separation distance is not acceptable, a barrier is required 

to mitigate the project. Otherwise, the project should be moved 
to a different location.



Explosive & Flammable Operations

Are there Hazardous facilities included in the project?
 Does the proposed HUD-assisted project include a hazardous 

facility (a facility that mainly stores, handles or processes 
flammable or combustible chemicals such as bulk fuel storage 
facilities and refineries)?

 If so, is the hazardous facility located at an acceptable separation 
distance from residences and any other facility or area where 
people may congregate or be present



Explosive & Flammable Operations

Documentation – Aboveground storage tanks
 A determination that the project does not include development, 

construction, rehabilitation that will increase residential densities, or 
conversion

 Evidence that within one mile of the project site there are no current or 
planned stationary aboveground storage containers of more than 100-
gallon capacity containing common liquid industrial fuels or of any 
capacity containing hazardous liquids or gases that are not common 
liquid industrial fuels
― Conduct a physical site review, and notate within the record

 A determination along with all supporting documentation that the 
separation distance of such containers from the project is acceptable

 Documentation of the existing or planned barrier that would serve as 
sufficient mitigation, including correspondence with a licensed 
engineer



Explosive & Flammable Operations

Documentation – Hazardous Facilities
 A determination that the project does not include a hazardous 

facility
 A determination along with all supporting documentation that the 

hazardous facility is located at an acceptable separation distance 
from residences and any other facility or area where people may 
congregate or be present

 Documentation of the existing or planned barrier that would serve 
as sufficient mitigation, including correspondence with a licensed 
engineer



Farmlands Protection

 Regulation | Farmland Protection Policy Act
 Purpose:  to minimize the effect of Federal programs on the 

unnecessary and irreversible conversion of farmland to nonagricultural 
uses.

 Resource:  
― https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/farmlands-

protection/
― USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service’s (NRCS) Web Soil 

Survey

Does your project include any activities, including new construction, 
acquisition of undeveloped land, or conversion, that could potentially 
convert one land use to another? Federal projects are subject to FPPA 
requirements if they may irreversibly convert farmland to a non-
agricultural use. A finding of compliance with the requirements of the 
Farmland Protection Policy Act of 1981 (7 U.S.C. 4201 et seq.) must be 
made for assisted new construction activities, the acquisition of 
undeveloped land, and conversion projects.

https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/farmlands-protection/
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/HomePage.htm


Farmlands Protection

Documentation:  
 A determination that the project does not include any activities, 

including new construction, acquisition of undeveloped land, or 
conversion, that could potentially convert one land use to another

 Evidence that the exemption applies, including all applicable 
maps

 Evidence supporting the determination that “Important Farmland,” 
including prime farmland, unique farmland, or farmland of 
statewide or local importance regulated under the FPPA does not 
occur on the project site

 Documentation of all correspondence with NRCS, including the 
completed AD-1006 and a description of the consideration of 
alternatives and means to avoid impacts to Important Farmland



Floodplain Management 

 Regulation | Executive Order 11988 - Floodplain Management
 24 CFR Part 55 
 Purpose:  to avoid impacts to floodplains and to avoid direct and 

indirect support of floodplain development to the extent 
practicable. 

 Resource:  https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-
review/floodplain-management/

 Flood Insurance (if applicable)

https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/floodplain-management/


Floodplain Management 

 Step 1: Determine whether any of the exceptions at 55.12(c) apply?  
― Activities listed in 55.12(c) include floodplain restoration, minor 

amendments to previously approved actions, sites where FEMA 
has issued a final Letter of Map Revision or final Letter of Map 
Amendment, actions that are Categorically Excluded Not 
Subject to 58.5, and sites where the “incidental floodplain 
exception” applies.



Floodplain Management 

 Step 2:  Determine whether the project site contains a floodplain
― Use a FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) to determine 

whether the project is in or near a floodplain
• When FEMA provides Advisory Base Flood Elevations (ABFE) 

or preliminary FIRMs and studies, HUD or the responsible 
entity must use the latest of these sources unless the ABFE or 
preliminary FIRM allow a lower Base Flood Elevation (BFE) 
than the current FIRM and FIS. 

― For projects in areas not mapped by the FEMA, use the best 
available information to determine floodplain information. 
Include in your documentation a discussion of why this is the 
best available information for the site.



Floodplain Management 

 Step 3:  Determine if the 8-Step Process is Required
― If the project occurs in a 100- year floodplain (A Zone)
― If the project occurs in a 500-year floodplain (B Zone or Shaded 

X Zone)
― If the project occurs in a floodway



Floodplain Management 

 Step 4:  Complete the 8-Step Process and Identify Mitigation 
Requirements



Floodplain Management 
 Documentation: 

― Documentation supporting the determination that an exception at 
55.12(c) applies.

― A FEMA map showing the project is not located in a Special Flood 
Hazard Area.

― A FEMA map showing the project is located in a Special Flood 
Hazard Area and an applicable citation to 55.12(b) demonstrating 
that the 8-Step (or a 5-Step if allowed) Process is not required.

― A FEMA map showing the project is located in a Special Flood 
Hazard Area, documentation that the 8 Step (or a 5-Step if 
allowed) Process was completed, and the applicable citation to 
55.12(a).

― Should include reference to recent flooding especially if the 
location of the project is within a declared disaster area. 

― Clearly indicate the location of the project on the maps



Historic Preservation

 Regulation | 36 CFR Part 800
 Resources:

― https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/historic-
preservation/

― https://egis.hud.gov/tdat/
― https://history.nebraska.gov/federal-review-and-compliance-

section-106-review

 The State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and/or Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer (THPO) are primary consulting parties in the 
process.

https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/historic-preservation/
https://egis.hud.gov/tdat/
https://history.nebraska.gov/federal-review-and-compliance-section-106-review


SHPO and Section 106 Review Online

 Consult the SHPO website = history.nebraska.gov
 SHPO compliance review known as Section 106 Review
 SHPO Section 106 Review is started and submitted online
 SHPO may request additional information (pictures, descriptions of 

project activity details, etc.)
 SHPO may request an Archeological Survey of site

― Survey conducted by specialists – see list provided
― Archeological Survey written report included in ERR

 SHPO has specific guidelines for archeological sites
 SHPO contact for additional guidance or approvals:

Contact (via email): john.rissetto@nebraska.gov



SHPO Section 106 Online Project Form



Historic Preservation

When do you consult with the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) 
in lieu of the SHPO?
 If the project occurs on tribal lands, you consult with the THPO in 

lieu of the SHPO if they have assumed the role of the SHPO on tribal 
lands. Otherwise, and on non-tribal lands, you consult with the THPO 
in addition to the SHPO. A party on non-tribal lands that may be 
affected by a project on tribal lands with a THPO may request that 
the SHPO participate.

 NOTE:  Only the certifying official of the Responsible Entity (Chief 
Elected Official) - may initiate tribal consultation; other parties like 
consultants, PHAs, lenders, or non-profit grantees may not initiate 
tribal consultation.



Historic Preservation

 Step 1:  Initiate Consultation
 Step 2:  Identify and evaluate Historic Properties
 Step 3:  Assess Effects on Historic Properties
 Step 4:  Resolve Adverse Effects



Historic Preservation
Documentation:  
 No Historic Properties Affected

― Letter from SHPO (or THPO on tribal lands*) that concurs with 
HUD’s or the Responsible Entity’s determination of “no historic 
properties affected”

― With documentation on 1) the undertaking including 
photographs, maps, and drawings, as necessary, 2) steps taken 
to identify historic properties, 3) the basis for determining that no 
historic properties are present or affected, 4) evidence of tribal 
consultation if required; and 5) copies or summaries of any views 
provided by consulting parties and the public

― If the SHPO has not responded to a properly documented 
request for concurrence within 30 days of receipt of the request, 
Contact the SHPO directly for clarification or follow-up.



Historic Preservation
Documentation:  
 No Adverse Effect

― Letter from SHPO (or THPO on tribal lands*) that concurs with 
HUD’S or the Responsible Entity’s finding of “no adverse effect”

― With documentation on 1) the undertaking including 
photographs, maps, and drawings, as necessary, 2) steps taken 
to identify historic properties, 3) affected historic properties 
(including characteristics qualifying them for the NR), 4) the 
undertaking’s effects on historic properties, 5) why the criteria of 
adverse effect were not applicable (§800.5), 6) evidence of 
tribal consultation if required, and 7) copies or summaries of any 
views provided by consulting parties and the public

― If the SHPO has not responded to a properly documented 
request for concurrence within 30 days of receipt of the request, 
Contact the SHPO directly for clarification or follow-up.



Historic Preservation
Documentation:  
 Adverse Effect

― Notification of adverse effect sent to Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation

― Letter from SHPO (or THPO on tribal lands*) that concurs with a 
finding of “adverse effect”

― With documentation on 1) the undertaking including 
photographs, maps, and drawings, as necessary, 2) steps taken 
to identify historic properties, 3) affected historic properties 
(including characteristics qualifying them for the NR), 4) the 
undertaking’s effects on historic properties, 5) why the criteria of 
adverse effect are applicable (§ 800.5), 6) evidence of tribal 
consultation if required, and 7) copies or summaries of any 
views provided by consulting parties and the public



Noise Control

 Regulation | 24 CFR Part 51, Subpart B
 Resource:  

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-
review/noise-abatement-and-control/

 Determine if there are potential noise generators in the vicinity of 
the project:
― Major Roadways (within 1,000 ft.)
― Railroads (within 3,000 ft.)
― Military or FAA regulated airfields (within 15 miles)

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-review/noise-abatement-and-control/


Noise Control

 All sites whose environmental or community noise exposure 
exceeds the day night average sound level (DNL) of 65 decibels 
(dB) are considered noise-impacted areas. 
― Interior Standard is 45dB

 Locations with day-night average noise levels above 75 dB have 
“Unacceptable” noise exposure. For new construction, noise 
attenuation measures in these locations require the approval of the 
Responsible Entity’s Certifying Officer.  The acceptance of such 
locations normally requires an environmental impact statement.



Noise Control
 If a noise assessment was performed, was the noise found to be 

Acceptable, Normally Unacceptable, or Unacceptable?

Noise Zone Day/Night Average 
Sound Level

Special Approvals & requirements

Acceptable Not exceeding 65 dB None
Normally 
Unacceptable

Above 65 dB, but not 
exceeding 75 dB

 Environmental assessment and 
attenuation required for new 
construction

 Attenuation strongly encouraged 
for major rehabilitation

Note: An environmental impact 
statement is required if the project 
site is largely undeveloped or will 
encourage incompatible 
development.

Unacceptable Above 75 dB Environmental Impact Statement 
Required.  



Noise Control

Documentation: 
 Documentation the proposed action is not within 1000 feet of a 

major roadway, 3,000 feet of a railroad, or 15 miles of a military or 
FAA-regulated civil airfield

 If within those distances, documentation showing the noise level 
is Acceptable (at or below 65 DNL)

 If within those distances, documentation showing that there’s an 
effective noise barrier (i.e., that provides sufficient protection)

 Documentation showing the noise generated by the noise 
source(s) is Normally Unacceptable (66 – 75 DNL) and identifying 
noise attenuation requirements that will bring the interior noise level 
to 45 DNL and/or exterior noise level to 65 DNL



Water Quality (Sole Source Aquifers)

 Regulation | Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974
 Purpose:  requires protection of drinking water systems that are the 

sole or principal drinking water source for an area and which, if 
contaminated, would create a significant hazard to public health.

 Resource: 
― https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/sole-

source-aquifers/
― https://epa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?i

d=9ebb047ba3ec41ada1877155fe31356b

https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/sole-source-aquifers/
https://epa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=9ebb047ba3ec41ada1877155fe31356b


Water Quality (Sole Source Aquifers)

Documentation:
 Documentation, including a map, showing that the project site is 

not on a sole source aquifer
 A determination that the project consists solely of acquisition, 

leasing, or rehabilitation of existing buildings
 Documentation showing that a memorandum of understanding 

(MOU) or agreement with the EPA excludes your project from 
further review

 Documentation that EPA has reviewed and commented on the 
proposed action within an SSA and a description of any mitigation 
measures, if necessary



Wetlands Protection

 Regulation | Executive Order 11990: Protection of Wetlands
 Purpose:  requires Federal activities to avoid adverse impacts to 

wetlands where practicable. 
 Resources:  

― https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-
review/wetlands-protection/

― National Wetlands Inventory: 
https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/nwi/Overview.html

https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/wetlands-protection/
https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/nwi/Overview.html


Wetlands Protection

Documentation:
 Documentation supporting the determination that an exception at 

55.12(a)(3), 55.12(a)(4), 55.12(c)(3), 55.12(c)(7), or 55.12(c)(10) 
applies.

 Documentation supporting the determination that the project does 
not involve new construction (as defined in Executive Order 11990), 
expansion of a building’s footprint, or ground disturbance.

 A map or other relevant documentation supporting the 
determination that the project does not impact an on- or off-site 
wetland.

 A completed 8-Step Process, including a map and the early and 
final public notices.



Wild and Scenic Rivers | 24 CFR 58.5(f)

 Regulation | 16 U.S.C. 1271-1287
 Overseen by National Park Service, Bureau of Land Management, 

US Forest Service, and US Fish and Wildlife Service
 Applies to:  

― Wild and Scenic Rivers:  These rivers or river segments have been 
designated by Congress or by states (with the concurrence of 
the Secretary of the Interior) as wild, scenic or recreational.

― Study Rivers:  These rivers or river segments are being studied as 
a potential component of the Wild & Scenic River system.

― Nationwide Rivers Inventory (NRI): The National Park Service has 
compiled and maintains the NRI, a register of river segments 
that potentially qualify as national wild, scenic or recreational 
river areas.



Wild and Scenic Rivers | 24 CFR 58.5(f)

 Resources:
― Nationwide Rivers Inventory:  

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/rivers/nationwide-rivers-
inventory.htm

― Wild & Scenic River Studies:  https://www.rivers.gov/study.php
― Wild & Scenic Rivers:  https://www.rivers.gov/map.php

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/rivers/nationwide-rivers-inventory.htm
https://www.rivers.gov/study.php
https://www.rivers.gov/map.php


Wild and Scenic Rivers | 24 CFR 58.5(f)

 Documentation:
― Evidence the proposed action is not within proximity to a 

designated Wild, Scenic, or Recreational River
― Documentation that contact was made with the Federal (or 

state) agency that has administrative responsibility for 
management of the river and that the proposed action will not 
affect river designation or is not inconsistent with the 
management and land use plan for the designated river area



Statutory Checklist
 Ways to know the general requirements for each 

of the Statutory Checklist Items include:
 Reviewing the HUD Guide (in DED Manual)
 Review the HUD website (on HUD exchange) at: 

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-
review/federal-related-laws-and-authorities/

 HUD WISER Training Modules
 Using HUD’s “Green Book” Environmental Review 

Guide for CDBG Programs at: 
https://www.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/461_Environ
mentalReviewGuide.pdf

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-review/federal-related-laws-and-authorities/
https://www.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/461_EnvironmentalReviewGuide.pdf


Statutory Checklist
 Example of how to use HUD website (on HUD 

exchange) at:
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-review/federal-related-laws-and-
authorities/

Select a topic Review the topic 
Add info in Compliance 
Documentation Section

Add Source Docs

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-review/federal-related-laws-and-authorities/


Statutory Checklist
Helpful Tips:
 NEVER note “NA”, Not Applicable, for Statutory 

Checklist Item.

 Resolve as many items as you can quickly by 
understanding your project and project area.

 Use language from regulations (i.e. language from HUD 
guide, etc. as you explain and meet compliance for 
each of the 14 sections).

 Ask DED for completed examples of successful reviews. 



Environmental Assessment Checklist
 Only for EA projects
 Evaluating whether project site is appropriate for project 

activities. For example, for ED would want to show site will 
not harm people that are living near it. For housing would 
want to show providing housing in a suitable 
neighborhood that would be a good place to live.

 Ways to know the general requirements for EA Checklist include:
 Review the HUD website (on HUD exchange) at:
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-review/
 Using HUD’s “Green Book” Environmental Review Guide for CDBG 

Programs at: 
https://www.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/461_EnvironmentalReview
Guide.pdf

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-review/
https://www.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/461_EnvironmentalReviewGuide.pdf


Publication/Posting
 Only projects that are classified as CEST or EA are 

required to provide a publication notice.  
 CEST projects publish/post a Notice of Intent to 

Request Release of Funds (NOI-RROF)
 EA projects publish/post a Finding of No Significant 

Impact (FONSI) and a NOI-RROF. These are 
generally are published concurrently through a 
“Combined Notice”



Environmental Review

Common Reasons for Rejection
 Incurring costs before certification is approved by DED
 Failure to complete floodplain review prior to FONSI
 FONSI published prior to consultation
 Inadequate public comment periods
 Notices not sent to federal and state agencies
 Source data to document compliance with applicable 

authority
 Not responding to comments received from authorities
 Tier II – not completed or missing from file



Environmental Review

Common Reasons for Rejection
 Incorrect DLR selected.  

 The RROF Certification was sent to NDED prior to 
the first comment period expiring.  
― The first comment period must expire before the 

Grantee can submit the RROF Certification to 
the Department. 



Environmental Review
Common Reasons for Rejection
 The Environmental Review Record did not include a 

project description (or had no DLR). 

 Statutory Checklist -- notations were inadequate. 
― Using “Not Applicable,” 
― Citing a website link without documentation 

showing critical decision information from the 
website. 

― Sending agency request letters without a complete 
project description and or not including a copy of 
the correspondence sent to the agency

― Improper mitigation noted in ERR from an agency 
(that is, not responding to the requirements of the 
agency notations and determinations), etc. 



Completion of 
RROF/Certification Form & 
Affidavit of Publication
 Only projects that require a CEST or EA review are 

required to complete a RROF/Certification Form 
 The RROF/Certification Form must be completed, 

along with an affidavit of publication and a copy 
of the publication notice, and sent to DED after the 
end of the public comment period
− The RROF/Cert Form is signed no earlier than the 

day after the publication period has ended.  



Guidance on Publishing/Posting
24 CFR § 58.43
 As a minimum, the responsible entity must send the FONSI notice to:

― individuals and groups known to be interested in the activities,
― to the local news media, 
― to the appropriate tribal, local, State and Federal agencies; 
― to the Regional Offices of the Environmental Protection Agency 

having jurisdiction and 
― to the HUD Field Office (or the State where applicable). 
― The responsible entity may also publish the FONSI notice in a 

newspaper of general circulation in the affected community.
 If the notice is not published, it must also be prominently displayed 

in public buildings, such as the local Post Office and within the 
project area or in accordance with procedures established as part 
of the citizen participation process.



Publication/Posting
 CEST projects require a 7 day public 

comment period for publishing (10 days for 
posting)

 EA projects require a 15 day public 
comment period for publishing (18 days for 
posting)

 Projects that are Exempt, CENST, or those 
CEST projects that Convert to Exempt, do 
not require any publication or posting.  



HUD 15 Day Objection Period
 Once the Department receives the original signed

RROF/Certification Form; an affidavit of 
publication; and a copy of the publication notice 
(no earlier than the day after the publication 
period has ended), the HUD 15 day objection 
period begins.  



Obtaining Environmental Clearance
 The grantee submits a copy of the Environmental Review 

Record to DED after the Responsible Entity signs and is made 
available to the public.  

 The grantee submits the original RROF Certification Form to 
DED.  

 After the end of the HUD 15 Day Objection Period (and all 
comments received have been reviewed, evaluated, and 
responded to) the Environmental Review Record, this is the 
earliest date that the grantee can receive Notice of Release 
of Funds/Environmental Clearance. 

 DED will provide a Notice of Release of Funds/Environmental 
Clearance to the recipient.
― This will provide environmental clearance & clearance to 

use grant funds after DED receives all of the special 
conditions required by the recipient’s CDBG contact. 



Tiering
 Defined in the CFR [24 CFR 50.15]
 Used for some CEST or EA Projects
 Involves 2 Main Parts (Broad Review & Site 

Specific Review)
 Commonly used for those projects when a 

specific address is unknown.  



Broad Review (Tier I)
 Evaluate items in Statutory Checklist that 

can be reviewed without knowing site 
locations

 Develop approach to Site Specific Review 
(Tier II)



Broad 
Review 
(Tier I) 

designated 
area

Site Specific Reviews (Tier II)
property addresses



Site Specific Reviews (Tier II) 
property addresses (commercial)

Broad Review



Site Specific Reviews (Tier II) 
property addresses (commercial)

After Broad Review, where you have evaluated everything 
you can without knowing the site you will select….

…One Tier II Review completed for each site



Timing: 
Public 
Notice & 
Objection 
Period

CDBG Manual p. 6-2

For CEST or EA 
projects



Public Notice
 Depends on Level of Review
 Depends when RE Certifying Officer signed 

the record
 Depends on Publishing or Posting



Timing Steps
 Publish or Post the Public Notice(s)
 RE signs the RROF/Certification Form
 Signed RROF/Cert,  Affidavit, & Copy of 

Notice to DED
 HUD 15 Day Objection Period
 Environmental Clearance Obtained



CEST Timing Steps
 Publish or Post the NOI-RROF
 RE signs the RROF/Certification Form
 Signed RROF/Cert,  Affidavit, & Copy of 

Notice to DED
 HUD 15 Day Objection Period
 Environmental Clearance Obtained



Timing 
Requirements 

for CEST 
Projects



CEST Projects
Drafting the NOI-RROF

 Use the Sample NOI-
RROF 

 Provide Proper Dates
 Use Timing Summary 

Worksheet 
 Send to the 

Newspaper or post
 Provide notice to 

directly impacted 
parties



CEST Projects Drafting the 
NOI-RROF Need to Know:

 Paragraph noting “On or 
about” references the 
earliest date RE can sign 
the RROF/Cert Form

 Paragraph noting “All 
comments received by” 
references the last day of 
the comment period

 The date noted within 
both paragraphs must be 
different



CEST Projects Drafting the 
NOI-RROF Need to Know:
Date RE can sign the 
RROF/ Cert Form Last Day of Comment Period



CEST Projects Publishing the 
NOI-RROF Need to Know:

 Before can Publish, the CEST review must be 
complete and signed by the RE Certifying 
Officer 

 Cannot publish until at least the day after 
the RE has signed the review 
(Determination of Level of Review, Statutory 
Checklist, and 58.6 Checklist)



CEST Projects After 
Comment Period What’s Next

 RROF/Cert Form signed by RE (no earlier 
than day after comment period ends)
 Send original to DED, begins the final 

objection comment period. 
 Send signed RROF/Cert Form, Affidavit of 

Publication, & Copy of Publication Notice 
to DED



CEST Projects:  
DED must receive all items before 
HUD 15 Day Objection Period begins

Signed RROF/Cert Form Affidavit Copy of Notice



Projects that Convert to Exempt
 In general, CEST projects require a 7 day public 

comment period for publishing (10 days for 
posting)

 Unless, the Statutory Checklist for the CEST project 
identifies all items as “Status A” and no further 
compliance or consultation is needed. The project 
converts to Exempt.

 Must then complete: a Finding of Exempt Activity 
Form [classified as 24 CFR 58.34(a)(12)]

 Exempt projects do not require publication, do not 
require the completion of a RROF/Cert Form, & do 
not have a HUD 15 Day Objection Period.



Projects that Convert to Exempt
 Can only convert CEST projects
 Cannot be used for Tiered Reviews (as not all 

compliance sections would be marked as “Status 
A” & additional compliance review would be 
required)

 Commonly used for Public Works Street Repaving 
projects where all streets have been identified

 A CEST project that converts to Exempt does NOT 
require publication, does NOT require the 
completion of a RROF/Cert Form, & does NOT have 
a HUD 15 Day Objection Period.



EA Projects Timing Steps
 Publish or Post the Combined Notice [FONSI & NOI-

RROF]
 RE signs the RROF/Cert Form (no earlier than day 

after end of public comment period as noted in 
the Combined Notice)

 Signed RROF/Cert, Affidavit, and Copy of 
Combined Notice sent to DED

 HUD 15 Day Objection Period
 Environmental Clearance Obtained



EA Projects
Drafting the Combined Notice
Need to Know:
 Before can Publish, the EA review must be 

complete and must be signed by the RE Certifying 
Officer

 Cannot publish until at least the day after the RE 
signs the environmental record (includes the 
Determination of Level of Review and the EA)



EA Projects
Drafting the 
Combined 
Notice

 Use the Sample Language for 
Combined Notice

 Provide the proper dates in the 
Combined Notice

 Use the Timing Worksheet to assist
 Send to the Newspaper or Post



EA Projects
Drafting the Combined Notice
Date RE can sign the 
RROF/Cert Form
(“On or About” Date)

Last Day of Comment Period



EA Projects After Comment 
Period, What’s Next?
 RROF/Cert Form signed by RE (no earlier than the 

day after the end of the public comment period)
 Send DED signed RROF/Cert Form, Affidavit, and 

copy of publication notice
 HUD 15 Day Objection Period
 Environmental Clearance Obtained



EA Projects:  
DED must receive all items before HUD 
15 Day Objection Period begins

Signed RROF/Cert Form Affidavit Copy of Notice



Timing



8 Step Process
 For projects that involve activities in floodplains or wetlands
 If project is located in a floodplain or involves a wetland the 8 

Step Process May Need to be completed prior to finalizing 
the Statutory Checklist or EA

 NOTE: under 24 CFR Part 55 there may be opportunities to 
utilize a 5 Step Process or even not have to complete the 8 
Step for specific projects (based on its activities). 



8 Step Process
 Determine if project site is in a Special Flood 

Hazard Area (SFHA-100 year floodplain)
 Determine if project site impacts wetlands (Any 

kind of wetlands)



Is the Project Site 
in 100 Year Floodplain?



Floodplain Management

Project 1

Project 2



Does The Project 
Involve A Wetland?



8 Step
Process 

Form



8 Step Process
 STEP 1—Determine if the proposed action/project is 

located in a 100-year floodplain/wetland.
 STEP 2—Involve the public in the decision-making 

process.  Public Notices with specific language 
 STEP 3—Evaluate alternatives to locating the 

proposed action in a floodplain.
 STEP 4—Identify indirect and direct impacts 

associated with occupying or modifying the 
floodplain/wetland.



8 Step Process
 STEP 5—Identify mitigation measures to minimize 

impacts to and preserve benefits of the 
floodplain/wetland

 STEP 6—Re-evaluate alternatives identified in Step 
3.  Take into account all identified impacts and 
mitigation measures.

 STEP 7—If re-evaluation results in no practicable 
alternative to relocate the project out of the 
floodplain/wetland, the decision must be made 
public.

 STEP 8—Implement the Project.



8 Step Process
Form 

&

Process 
Completed 

Prior to RE 
Signing 

Statutory 
Checklist or EA



Source Documentation
 Site Photos
 Aerial Maps
 Letters sent to Agencies
 Responses from Agencies
 Websites Reviewed



Site 
Photos



Site 
Photos



Aerial Maps



Aerial Maps
Site



Letters 
Sent to 
Agencies



Responses 
from 
Agencies



Websites 
Reviewed



Websites 
Reviewed

Web Address
Exhibit or 
Attachment Number



Environmental Site Assessment (ESA)
 Conducted by an environmental professional, and meets the “Innocent 

Landowner Defense” found in the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA). 

 Ask if any ESA will be done and made available – include in the ERR.
 Without an ESA, a new landowner assumes environmental risk – cost of 

clean up and related liability.
 With an ESA, a landowner is assumed innocent (allows for a legal 

defense against claims for environmental issues).
 A potential (purchaser) landowner or the bank financing the project 

may require an ESA.
 During your review, a ERR preparer may have to request that an ESA be 

done to address suspected environmental conditions:
 “Brownfield” – suspected of toxins or hazards present at site
 During site inspection, unusual or unexplained site features may 

require further professional analysis with an ESA (such as stains, 
discolorations in soil, disposal barrels or trash, vent pipes from 
unknown buried items, possible toxins present due to historical use, or 
neighbors with environmental issues that may affect your subject 
property)



Environmental Site Assessment (ESA)
 Two main types of ESAs: Phase I 

ESA and a Phase II ESA

 Phase I ESA – reviews project footprint to identify 
potential hazards affecting your project site

 Phase II ESA – continues to address RECs found in 
the Phase I ESA report

(See Handouts)



Without an ESA? – minimum 
additional documentation steps:
 Document a physical site inspection with narrative and pictures 

as needed

 Document EPA sites using NEPAssist – review nearby EPA 
hazardous sites (near your project)

 Document historical uses using Sanborn (fire insurance) maps 
(found in Library of Congress or local libraries)

 Caution: A ERR preparer may require an ESA to determine safety 
or to further assess a project site

(See Handouts)



Documentation steps  - sample Sanborn map detail



Documentation steps  with NEPAssist



Documentation steps  with NEPAssist – ECHO report
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