Nebraska Commission on Housing & Homelessness Meeting
Wednesday, May 15, 2024
10:00 AM (Central Time) 
Siena Francis House Administration Office
1401 N. 18th St., Omaha, NE 68102

Notice Published:	Nebraska Public Meeting Calendar April 15th, 2024
NCHH Website April 15th, 2024
Open Meetings Act:	A copy of the Open Meetings Act was linked on the agenda and a copy was available on the sign-in table.  All votes were taken by roll call vote of Commissioners, pursuant to Nebraska Revised Statute §§ 84-1407 through 84-1414.
Start Time	10:01am (CT)
Roll Call (8/15 present-Quorum)
Kim Jasa Harris called roll.
Commissioners: Eight (8) of fifteen commissioners were present: Nancy Bentley, Jeff Chambers, Lee Heflebower, Roger Nadrchal, Kathy Mesner, Mindy Paces, Amy Thelander, and John Turner.
Absent commissioners:  Ryan Durant, Paul Hamelink, Tera Kucera, Ashley Milner, Judy Pederson, Judy Petersen, and Brent Williams.
Guests:  Paula Kaslon, MHDF, Kalisha Reed, Youth Emergency Services, Tami Moore, Kearney Community Sustainable Housing, Carla Kimball, CNEDD, Lindsay Umbach, Ice Miller, Abby Showers, Heartland Family Service, Rachel Garcia, Heartland Family Service, Dillon Cornett, Legislative Research Office, and Clinton Verner, Legislative Fiscal Office. 
Department of Economic Development (DED) Staff:  Lynn Kohout and Kim Jasa Harris. 
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) Staff:  Niki Tuzicka.
Call Meeting to Order
Amy Thelander declared a quorum with 8 of 15 commissioners present and 7 absent.  The meeting was called to order by Chair Thelander at 10:01 am (CT).
Introductions
Chair Thelander welcomed all commissioners and guests.  All in attendance were asked to introduce themselves.
Public Comments
Chair Thelander opened up the floor for public comments. There was none.
Approval of February 21st, 2024, Meeting Minutes
Chair Thelander asked for a motion to approve the February 21st, 2024 meeting minutes.
Commissioner Nadrchal introduced a motion to approve the minutes. Commissioner Bentley seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with 5 yeas and 3 abstentions by Commissioners Chambers, Heflebower, and Mesner.  The Motion to approve the February 21st, 2024 meeting minutes was carried.

Reports from Standing Committees
A. Executive Committee  
Commissioner Heflebower lead the discussion of ongoing edits to the by-laws. The current by-laws mention Executive Order 98-4 that authorizes the creation of the Nebraska Commission on Housing and Homelessness Cash Fund. The status of this fund is being researched to determine if this should be kept in the by-laws. Also discussed were re-appointment to the Commission and contacting the Governor’s office for updates to the status of those who re-applied. 
B. Continuum of Care  
Committee Co-Chair Turner provided a report. Turner discussed the current 10-year plan will be expiring and the efforts to start to plan for writing a new 10-year plan. 
Turner updated Commissioners on the Emergency Rental Assistance 2 (ERA2) program. 
Commissioner Paces provided a brief report on Omaha activity. Commissioner Chambers mentioned all three Continuums of Care have applied for HUD’s Youth Homeless Systems Improvement grant and still waiting on that. Also mentioned was the BoS HOME-ARP application ending and City of Lincoln’s HOME-ARP funding used for a Permanent Supportive Housing development with a brief update on ERA. 

C. Education and Awareness 
Chair Thelander provided a report. Thelander gave a recap on the Nebraska Affordable Housing Trust Fund and the Nebraska Homeless Assistance Program awards presented at the NIFA Expo.  

D. Policy and Issues 
Chair Thelander led the discussion for Policy and Issues. Legislative bills discussed in previous meetings were summarized. Legislative bills the Commission wrote in support or opposition were discussed, with a more detailed discussion of LB 1417 transferring 25 million from the Nebraska Affordable Housing Trust Fund. Commissioners described their concerns for the transfer of the funding and what that will mean for future projects and brainstormed on efforts to help protect any future transfer of funding from the Nebraska Affordable Trust Fund. 

E. Report/Communication on Nebraska Olmstead Plan
Commissioner Turner provided an update. The Olmstead Plan is a statewide strategic plan comprised of new efforts and enhancements to support community integration via community-based services and support for persons with disabilities. Turner mentioned NIFA’s collaborations with DHHS and DED. NIFA and DHHS have applied for HUD’s Section 811 program. This grant provides project-based rental assistance specifically for persons with disabilities. NIFA also collaborated with DED to apply for the Pathways to Removing Obstacles to Housing. Still waiting for the outcome of both applications. Turner also mentioned NIFA’s participation in Nebraska Disability Pride Celebration and encourages others to participate.  

Reports from Agencies
A.  	Department of Economic Development - Lynn Kohout
Lynn Kohout, Director of Housing for the Department of Economic Development provided a report to the Commission on the State and Federally funded housing programs administered by the Housing Division including the Nebraska Affordable Housing Trust Fund (NAHTF), Rural Workforce Housing Fund (RWHF), Middle Income Housing Fund (MWHF), HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME), National Housing Trust Fund (HTF), HOME-ARP, Rural Workforce Housing Land Development Program and Pandemic Relief Housing Program.

B.		Department of Health and Human Services Agency – Niki Tuzicka
Nebraska Homeless Assistance Program (NHAP) Coordinator, Niki Tuzicka, provided a report.  

Reports from Partner Organizations
F. Assistive Technology Partnership 
No report. 
G. Community Action Agencies of Nebraska
No report.
H. Federal Home Loan Bank of Topeka
 No report.
I. Housing Opportunities for Persons with HIV/AIDS
No report.
J. Nebraska Chapter of Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO)
Nancy Bentley gave a report. 
K. Nebraska Housing Developers Association 
No report. 
L. Nebraska Investment Finance Authority
Commissioner Turner provided a report.  
M. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural Development 
Lynn Kohout reported an email from Krista Mettcher. 
I. 	Department of Housing and Urban Development
No report. 
J.	Nebraska Children and Families Foundation - 
No report.
K. 	Other Agency/Organizations Present
Commissioner Mesner reported the Center for Rural Affairs is receiving money for the Rural Energy for America Program (REAP) through the Inflation Reduction Act. 

2024 NCHH Meeting Dates
Chair Thelander asked if anyone has ideas for the August NCHH meeting to reach out to her or Kim Jasa Harris.  

	Upcoming meeting dates include:

· May 15, 2024 (Omaha)
· August 21, 2024 (TBD)
· November 20, 2024 (Lincoln)	

Other Business
N. Commissioner Terms
The following commissioners had terms that expire in June 2023. With the exception of Judy Petersen, these Commissioners have submitted their application for re-appointment.  There are still no re-appointment notices received by the Governor.

Nancy Bentley
Ashley Milner
Amy Thelander
John Turner
Judy Petersen (retired)

The following commissioners have terms that expire in June 2024:
Lynn Kohout recommended the following Commissioner submit an application online if they have not done so already. 

Lee Heflebower
Kathy Mesner
Roger Nadrchal
Mindy Paces
Brent Williams

XII. 	Adjournment
Chair Thelander adjourned the meeting of the Commission at 12:21 PM (CT).

