NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNFICANT IMPACT (FONSI) AND
NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS (NOIRROF)

July 8, 2025

Nebraska Department of Economic Development
245 Fallbrook Blvd, Suite 002

Lincoln, NE 68521

800-426-6505

These notices shall satisfy two separate but related procedural requirements for activities to be undertaken by the
Nebraska Department of Economic Development, the grant recipient, and also the Responsible Entity (RE).

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS

On or after July 29, 2025, the Nebraska Department of Economic Development will submit a request to the United States
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for the release of HOME Investment Partnerships-American
Rescue Plan (HOME-ARP) program funds under Title II of the (Cranston-Gonzalez) National Affordable Housing Act of
1990 (42 U.S.C. 12701 et seq.), as amended, to undertake a project known as the Syracuse Flats. Norfolk Housing
Development Corporation (NHDC) in Norfolk, Madison County, Nebraska, proposes to utilize HOME Investment
Partnerships-American Rescue Plan (HOME-ARP) Program funding to develop affordable housing options for homeless,
at risk of homelessness, and other vulnerable populations.

The proposal involves the new construction of three (3), single-story rental apartment buildings (the Project). The first
building will contain nine (9) one-bedroom units. Six (6) of these units will be dedicated to homeless, at risk of
homelessness and other vulnerable populations. These tenants will be selected from the Balance of State, Coordinated
Entry System. Three (3) of the one-bedrooms will be dedicated to low-income families with income between 50 percent
and 80 percent of area median income (AMI). The second building will be composed of two (2) two-bedrooms and the
third building will contain two (2) three-bedrooms. The tenants in these two buildings will have income between 20
percent and 80 percent AMI with an average of 60 percent AMI or less as determined in accordance with Section 42 of
the Internal Revenue Code.

The Project is located at 902, 908, 910 and 912 Syracuse Avenue, in the northern part of Norfolk. The three buildings will
be built on all four lots. One building will be approximately 28 feet by 250 feet and two additional buildings
approximately 28 feet by 70 feet.

The total Project cost is estimated to be $2,000,000. Funding sources include $1,000,000 of HOME-ARP funding from
the Nebraska Department of Economic Development, $500,000 from the Norfolk Housing Development Corporation,
$100,000 from the Northern Ponca Housing Authority, and $400,000 from a conventional first mortgage. The land is
owned by NHDC. Minimal disruptions are anticipated. No demolition is required, the lots are currently bare. No persons,
businesses or farms will be displaced. Project construction activities will be completed within twenty-four (24) months
from the award of the HOME-ARP funds.

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The Nebraska Department of Economic Development has determined that the project will have no significant impact on
the human environment. Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement under the National Environmental Policy Act of
1969 (NEPA) is not required. Additional project information is contained in the Environmental Review Record (ERR) on
file at the Nebraska Department of Economic Development, 245 Fallbrook Blvd, Suite 002, Lincoln, NE 68521 and may
be examined or copied on weekdays 9:00 A.M to 4:00 P.M. at the DED Office. The ERR will be made available to the
public for review either electronically or by U.S. mail. Please submit your request by U.S. mail to the address above. If the
public viewer wishes to have the ERR sent for review via U.S. mail, the RE will establish a timeframe for accepting
comments with the person requesting the ERR. The ERR can be accessed online at the following website:
https://opportunity.nebraska.gov/environmental-review/ and can be accessed
https://norfolkne.gov/government/departments/housing/housing-news/syracuse-flats-environmental-review.html.
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PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the ERR to the Nebraska Department of Economic
Development. All comments received by July 28, 2025, will be considered by the Nebraska Department of Economic
Development prior to authorizing submission of a request for release of funds. Comments should specify which Notice
they are addressing.

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION

The Nebraska Department of Economic Development certifies to HUD that Joseph Lauber in his capacity as Deputy
Director, consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in
relation to the environmental review process and that these responsibilities have been satisfied. The HUD’s approval of
the certification satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities and allows the Nebraska
Department of Economic Development to use Program funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS

HUD will accept objections to its release of fund and the Nebraska Department of Economic Development certification
for a period of fifteen days following the anticipated submission date or its actual receipt of the request (whichever is
later) only if they are on one of the following bases: (a) the certification was not executed by the Certifying Officer of the
Nebraska Department of Economic Development; (b) the Nebraska Department of Economic Development has omitted a
step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR part 58; (c) the grant recipient or other
participants in the development process have committed funds, incurred costs or undertaken activities not authorized by
24 CFR Part 58 before approval of a release of funds by HUD; or (d) another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR
Part 1504 has submitted a written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality.
Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) to
HUD’s email address at CPDRROFOMA @hud.gov. Potential objectors should contact HUD via email to verify the actual
last day of the objection period.

Joseph Lauber, Deputy Director
State of Nebraska, Department of Economic Development
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