Nebraska Commission on Housing & Homelessness Meeting

Wednesday, May 21, 2025
10:30 AM (Central Time)
Kearney Public Library, South Platte Room
2020 15t Ave., Kearney NE, 68847

Notice Published: Nebraska Public Meeting Calendar (April 21, 2025)

NCHH Website (April 21, 2025)

Open Meetings Act: A copy of the Open Meetings Act was linked on the agenda and a copy was
available on the sign-in table. All votes were taken by roll call vote of Commissioners, pursuant to
Nebraska Revised Statute §§ 84-1407 through 84-1414.

Start Time 10:30am (CT)

Roll Call (10/15 present- Quorum)
Kim Jasa Harris called roll.

Commissioners: Ten (10) of fifteen commissioners were present: Jeff Chambers, Nancy Bentley,
Ryan Durant, Lee Heflebower, Tera Kucera, Roger Nadrchal, Mindy Paces, Judy Pederson, Amy
Thelander, and John Turner.

Absent commissioners: Paul Hamelink and Ashley Milner.
There are currently three (3) vacant commissioner positions.

Guests: Jacob Grell, DHHS; Tami James Moore, Kearney Community Sustainable Housing;
Edward Dunn, West Central Nebraska Development District; Mandy Puente, Proteus; Ranae
Aspen, Proteus; Alicia Christensen, Together; Paula Kaslon, Midwest Housing Development
Fund; Hayley Jelinek, Two Rivers Public Health; Durene Anderson, USDA, Rural Development;
Alex Labenz, Coalition for Strong Nebraska; Martha Marfilefio, Buffalo County for Community
Partners; Wanda Fedorchik, Buffalo County for Community Partners; Ellery Butterfield, Buffalo
County for Community Partners; Cheri Clark, Kearney Jubilee Center; Melody Blacketer;
Department of Health and Humans Services and Carol Bodeen, Nebraska Housing Developers
Association.

Department of Economic Development (DED) Staff: Lynn Kohout, Laura Hart, and Kim Jasa
Harris.

Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) Staff: Niki Tuzicka.

Call Meeting to Order

Chair Thelander declared a quorum with 10 of 15 commissioners present and 2 absent. Three
(3) of the commissioner positions are vacant. The meeting was called to order by Chair
Thelander at 10:30 am (CT).

Introductions


https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=84-1407

VI.

VII.

Chair Thelander welcomed all commissioners and guests. All in attendance were asked to
introduce themselves.

Public Comments
Chair Thelander asked for public comments. There were no comments.

Approval of November 20, 2024, Meeting Minutes
Chair Thelander asked for a motion to approve the November 20, 2024 meeting minutes.

Commissioner Turner introduced a motion to approve the minutes. Commissioner Pederson
seconded this motion.

A roll call vote was taken with 10 yeas and 0 abstentions. The Motion to approve the November
20, 2024, meeting minutes was carried.

Reports from Agencies
A Department of Economic Development - Lynn Kohout
DED Director of Housing, Lynn Kohout, provided an update to the Commission on the State and
Federally funded housing programs administered by the Department of Economic Development
including the Nebraska Affordable Housing Trust Fund (NAHTF), Rural Workforce Housing Fund
(RWHF), Middle Income Workforce Housing Investment Fund (MWHF), HOME Investment
Partnerships Fund (HOME), National Housing Trust Fund (HTF), HOME-ARP, Rural Workforce
Housing Land Development Program, Qualified Census Tract Affordable Housing Program and
Pandemic Relief Housing Program.

1. Laura Hart presented information on creating the new Consolidated Plan.

B. Department of Health and Human Services Agency — Niki Tuzicka
1. Nebraska Homeless Assistance Program (NHAP) Coordinator Niki Tuzicka provided a
report.

Reports from Standing Committees

A. Executive Committee
Chair Thelander reported due to weather, the scheduled February NCHH meeting and
rescheduled February meeting were canceled. Due to the Commissioners being unable
to meet during the first quarter, the Executive Committee wrote letters of support and
opposition for upcoming bills on behalf of the Commission. Chair Thelander also stated
the recently drafted bylaws have been sent to DED. Lynn Kohout with DED confirmed
the bylaws have been forwarded to the Governor’s office.

B. Continuum of Care
Commissioner Turner reported the 10 Year Plan will sunset this year. Writing the plan
will be delayed until there is a better sense of funding priorities. Commissioner Turner
also provided an update on ERA2. Rental assistance is being wrapped up with clients and
the 25% portion of the funding for housing development needs to be allocated by
September. Commissioner Chambers gave an update on ERA in Lincoln and CoCBuilds
applications to HUD. ERA is coming to an end, and HUD will bring back the opportunity
for applications for CoCBuilds. Commissioner Paces gave an update on the Omaha CoC.



VIIL.

IX.

Omaha was awarded funding through the Youth Homelessness Demonstration Program
and Threshold CoC is currently accepting proposals for funding. Commissioner
Chambers added an update on budget proposal for future federal funding and how it
could affect CoC funding and the ability for agencies to operating permanent supportive
housing.

Education and Awareness

Chair Thelander reported during the NIFA conference, three (3) 2025 Nebraska
Affordable Housing Trust Fund and two (2) 2025 Nebraska Homeless Assistance Trust
Fund awards were presented.

Policy and Issues
Chair Thelander gave updates on LB468, LB264, and LB288. The Domestic Violence and
Sex Trafficking Survivor Assistance Act has been approved by the Governor.

Report/Communication on Nebraska Olmstead Plan

Commissioner Turner gave an update on LR86 and effort to identify and examine the
state of affordable and accessible housing in Nebraska. The Olmstead Committee is
working on goals for the next six (6) years. Commissioner Turner gave an overview of
NIFA and DED’s goals to increase information on NIFA and DED funded housing.

Reports from Partner Organizations

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)

h)

Assistive Technology Partnership

No report.

Federal Home Loan Bank of Topeka

No report.

Nebraska Chapter of Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO)
No report.

Nebraska Housing Developers Association

Carol Bodeen provided a report.

Nebraska Investment Finance Authority

Commissioner Turner provided a report.

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural Development

Durene Anderson provided a report.

Department of Housing and Urban Development

No report.

Nebraska Children and Families Foundation

No report.

Other Agency/Organizations Present

Buffalo County Community Partners provided information on an upcoming event.
Melody Blacketer with DHHS introduced herself to the Commission.

2025 NCHH Meeting Dates

February 19, 2025 (Lincoln)
May 21, 2025 (Kearney)



August 20, 2025 (TBD)
November 19, 2025 (Lincoln)

The Commission is looking for a meeting location for the August 20" NCHH meeting.
Commission Thelander encouraged anyone that would like to host and potentially provide a
tour to reach out to her or another Commissioner.

X. Other Business
A Commissioner Terms
Expired in June 2024 and awaiting re-appointment:
Roger Nadrchal

Currently three (3) vacant commissioner positions. Applications have been submitted to
the Governors office.

Commissioners with June 2025 expiring terms are encouraged to reapply if interested.

Xill.  Adjournment

Chair Thelander adjourned the meeting of the Commission at 12:23pm (CT).
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