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Nebraska Commission on Housing & Homelessness Meeting

Wednesday, August 20, 2025
9:30 AM (Central Time)
Lofts on Main, Community Room
814 Main Street, Plattsmouth NE, 68048

Notice Published: Nebraska Public Meeting Calendar (July 21, 2025)

NCHH Website (July 21, 2025)

Open Meetings Act: A copy of the Open Meetings Act was linked on the agenda and a copy was
available on the sign-in table. All votes were taken by roll call vote of Commissioners, pursuant to
Nebraska Revised Statute §§ 84-1407 through 84-1414.

Start Time 9:30 am (CT)

Roll Call (9/15 present- Quorum)
Kim Jasa Harris called roll.

Commissioners: Nine (9) of fifteen commissioners were present: Jeff Chambers, Nancy Bentley,
Ryan Durant, Lee Heflebower, Tera Kucera, Roger Nadrchal, Judy Pederson, Amy Thelander, and
John Turner.

Absent commissioners: Paul Hamelink, Mindy Paces, and Ashley Milner.
There are currently three (3) vacant Commissioner positions.

Guests: Jacob Grell, DHHS; Ryan Yang, State Budget Office; Edward Dunn, West Central
Nebraska Development District; Paula Kaslon, Midwest Housing Development Fund; Leslie
Coleman, NeighborWorks Lincoln; Ed Brink, Attorney/Realtor; Paula Kaslon, Midwest Housing
Development Fund; Josh Charvat, Cass County Economic Development Council ; Toni Roberts,
Volunteers Assisting Seniors; and Carol Bodeen, Nebraska Housing Developers Association.

Department of Economic Development (DED) Staff: Lynn Kohout and Kim Jasa Harris.
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) Staff: Niki Tuzicka.

Call Meeting to Order

Chair Thelander declared a quorum with 9 of 15 commissioners present and 3 absent. Three (3)
of the commissioner positions are vacant. The meeting was called to order by Chair Thelander
at 9:31 am (CT).

Introductions
Chair Thelander welcomed all commissioners and guests. All in attendance were asked to
introduce themselves.

Public Comments


https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=84-1407

VI.

VII.

Chair Thelander asked for public comments. There were no comments.

Approval of May 21, 2025, Meeting Minutes
Chair Thelander asked for a motion to approve the May 21, 2025 meeting minutes.

Commissioner Bentley introduced a motion to approve the minutes. Commissioner Durant
seconded this motion.

A roll call vote was taken with 8 yeas and 1 abstention by Commissioner Heflebower. The
Motion to approve the May 21, 2025, meeting minutes was carried.

Reports from Agencies

A Department of Economic Development - Lynn Kohout

DED Director of Housing, Lynn Kohout, provided an update to the Commission on the State and
Federally funded housing programs administered by the Department of Economic Development
including the Nebraska Affordable Housing Trust Fund (NAHTF), Rural Workforce Housing Fund
(RWHF), Middle Income Workforce Housing Investment Fund (MWHF), HOME Investment
Partnerships Fund (HOME), National Housing Trust Fund (HTF), HOME-ARP, Rural Community
Recovery Program, Qualified Census Tract Affordable Housing Program and Pandemic Relief
Housing Program.

B. Department of Health and Human Services Agency — Niki Tuzicka
1. Nebraska Homeless Assistance Program (NHAP) Coordinator Niki Tuzicka provided a
report.

Reports from Standing Committees

A. Executive Committee
Chair Thelander mentioned she has been communicating with the Executive Committee
through email. Thelander added the in November’s meeting, the commission will need
to understand if committee chairs will continue to serve and the Commission will vote
on a Chair and Vice Chair.

B. Continuum of Care
Commissioner Turner reported on the 10 Year Plan. Writing the plan will be delayed
until there is a better sense of funding priorities. Commissioners Chambers discussed
the new Executive Order, Ending Crime and Disorder on America’s Streets. The
discussion was centered around how the new Executive Order may require service
providers to shift the way they approach homelessness and the services they provide.
Commissioner Chambers also discussed the changes of the CoC NOFO and gave an
update of the applications sent in for CoCBuilds.

C. Education and Awareness
Chair Kucera reported preparing for November’s Proclamation for National Hunger and
Homelessness Month.

D. Policy and Issues
At the request of Chair Thelander, Carol Bodeen gave a summary to the Commissioners



on LRs discussed in the Policy and Issues meeting, focusing on LR86, LR146, and LR201.

E. Report/Communication on Nebraska Olmstead Plan
Commissioner Turner gave an update on LR86 and effort to identify and examine the
state of affordable and accessible housing in Nebraska. The Olmstead Committee has
identified goals for the next six (6) years. Commissioner Turner described how
FindHelp.org will be used to help identify units that are accessible and reported
members of the Olmstead Committee met with Sentor Roundtree earlier in August.

VIIIl. Reports from Partner Organizations
a) Assistive Technology Partnership
No report.
b) Federal Home Loan Bank of Topeka
No report.
c) Nebraska Chapter of Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO)
No report.

d) Nebraska Housing Developers Association
Carol Bodeen provided a report.

e) Nebraska Investment Finance Authority
Commissioner Turner provided a report.

f) U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural Development
No report.

g) Department of Housing and Urban Development
No report.

h) Department of Health and Human Services
Jacob Grell provided a report.

i) Volunteers Assisting Seniors
Toni Roberts provided a report.

j) Other Agency/Organizations Present
No report.

IX. 2025 NCHH Meeting Dates
February 19, 2025 (Lincoln)
May 21, 2025 (Kearney)
August 20, 2025 (Plattsmouth)
November 19, 2025 (Lincoln)

X. Other Business
A Commissioner Terms
Expired in June 2024 and awaiting re-appointment:
Roger Nadrchal

Currently three (3) vacant commissioner positions. Applications have been submitted to
the Governors office.



Commissioners with June 2025 expiring terms are encouraged to reapply if interested.

XIl. Adjournment

Chair Thelander adjourned the meeting of the Commission at 11:31pm (CT).
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