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DEPT. OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Final Notice and Public Explanation of a Proposed Activity in a Federal Flood Risk Management
Standard Designated Floodplain

To: All interested Agencies, Groups and Individuals

This is to give notice that Nebraska Department of Economic Development (NDED) under 24 CFR Part 58 has
conducted an evaluation as required by Executive Order(s) 11988, as amended by Executive Order 13690,
in accordance with HUD regulations at 24 CFR 55.20 in Subpart C Procedures for Making Determinations
on Floodplain Management and Wetlands Protection. The activity is funded under Community Development
Block Grant — Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) Assistance under HUD gran number B-19-DR-31-0001. The
proposed project(s) is located 503 North L Street in Fremont in Dodge County and is located in the Federal
Flood Risk Management Standard (FFRMS) floodplain. The extent of the FFRMS floodplain was
determined using 0.2 percent flood approach. Habitat for Humanity in Fremont proposes a housing project
to include one duplex style townhome built and sold to two low-income qualifying families in Fremont,
Nebraska. The site is currently a vacant lot, approximately 9,768 square feet and will be subdivided into
approximately 4,800 square feet each. The homes will be constructed with a basement and will be wood
framed. The proposed project location is within the .2 Percent Annual Chance/500-year FFRMS Floodplain
- 0.22 acres of land within the floodplain have potential to be affected by this project. The project is one of
four single-family homes that are funded by one grant supported by CDBG-DR dollars in the amount of
$600,000 ($150,000 per house) and philanthropic support secured by Habitat Fremont.

DED has considered the following alternatives and mitigation measures to minimize adverse impacts and to
restore and preserve natural and beneficial functions and intrinsic values of the existing floodplain/wetland:
It is determined that there are no practicable alternatives. This is due to: 1) No existence of alternative sites
outside of a flood plain within the city of Fremont 2) the need to supply more and affordable housing within
the city of Fremont and 3) the ability to mitigate and minimize impacts on human health, public property,
and floodplain values. A no action alternative was considered as well as an alternative to locate the project
outside of a floodplain. There are no locations within the city of Fremont that are outside of a floodplain.
Any site within the city of Fremont would require the same considerations and mitigations that are currently
being considered for the proposed project location. The no action alternative is also impracticable because
it will not satisfy the need to supply more affordable housing. Under the no action alternative, housing costs
will continue to increase, and limited supply will persist. The no action alternative was not selected since
the proposed site’s impacts on human health, public property, and floodplain values can be mitigated and
minimized. In addition to avoiding impervious surfaces in and adjacent to the floodplain, the project will
involve elevation and positioning of the building to preserve the floodplain. By elevating the buildings and
disallowing impervious surfaces in and around the floodplain, the construction will have minimal effects on
water resources. DED will ensure that this plan, as modified and described above, is executed and includes
language in all agreements with participating parties necessary to ensure implementation.

DED has reevaluated alternatives to building in the floodplain and has determined that it has no practicable
alternative to floodplain development. Environmental files documenting compliance with Executive Order
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11988, are available for public inspection, review and copy upon request at the times and location
delineated in the last paragraph of this notice for receipt of comments.

There are three primary purposes for this notice. First, people who may be affected by activities in
floodplain and those who have an interest in the protection of the natural environment should be given an
opportunity to express their concerns and provide information about these areas. Second, an adequate
public notice program can be an important public educational tool. The dissemination of information and
request for public comment about floodplain can facilitate and enhance Federal efforts to reduce the risks
and impacts associated with the occupancy and modification of these special areas. Third, as a matter of
fairness, when the Federal government determines it will participate in actions taking place in floodplain, it
must inform those who may be put at greater or continued risk.

Written comments must be received by the NDED at the following address on or before January 13, 2026.
NDED, 245 Fallbrook Blvd, Ste 002, Lincoln, NE 68521 and 800-426-6505 Attention: Joe Fox, Deputy Director. A full
description of the project may also be reviewed from 8:00 am - 5:00 pm at the address listed above.
Comments may also be submitted via email at cdbgdr@nebraska.gov Subject line: Habitat Infill L Street

Date: January 6, 2026
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